
 Christian County Commission 100 West Church St, Room 100 

  Ozark, MO  65721 

 April Term http://ChristianCountyMO.iqm2.com 

 

 ~ Minutes ~  

Monday, April 18, 2016 8:45 AM The Christian County Courthouse 

I. Convene 

 The meeting was called to order at 8:45 AM by Presiding Commissioner Ray Weter 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Ray Weter Presiding Commissioner Present 8:45 AM 

Bill Barnett Western Commissioner Present 8:45 AM 

Sue Ann Childers Eastern Commissioner Present 8:45 AM 

Rachel Hankins Assistant Present 8:45 AM 

Ashley Hannah Secretary Present 8:45 AM 

II. Agenda 

Motion/Vote - 8:50 AM Christian County Commission 
Discussion -  Approve Agenda 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, Kelly Hall, and Judy 
Dollarhite. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to move County Clerk's quarterly 
report from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. due to medical necessity and approve the amended agenda 
for 4/18/2016. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 8:50 AM Kay Brown-Christian County Clerk 
Minutes & Financials Approval -  Approve Minutes and Financials 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, Kelly Hall, Judy Dollarhite. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the regular session 
minutes for 4/14/2016 that have been reviewed and corrected. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 
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Motion/Vote -    
Motion to Approve 4/14/2016 Closed Minutes 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, Kelly Hall, Judy Dollarhite. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the Closed minutes for 
4/14/2016 they have been reviewed and corrected. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote -    
Motion to Approve 4/7/2016 Closed Minutes 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, Kelly Hall, Judy Dollarhite. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the Closed minutes for 
4/7/2016 they have been reviewed and corrected. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 8:55 AM Christian County Commission 
Discussion -  Scrivener's Error-Acceptance of Streets Within Windridge Subdivision 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, Kelly Hall, Judy Dollarhite, 
Amelia Wigdon, Headliner. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to correct the scrivener's error on 
Court Order 4-4-2016-1 and change to  Court Order 3-31-2016-1. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 9:00 AM Kay Brown-Christian County Clerk 
Report -  Quarterly Report 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, Kelly Hall, Judy Dollarhite. 

Kay Brown's quarterly report was rescheduled to 2:00 p.m. today 4-18-2016. 
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Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the rescheduling due to 
medical issues.  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 9:30 AM Kelly Hall-Christian County Recorder of Deeds 
Report -  Quarterly Report 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, Kelly Hall, Judy Dollarhite, 
Amelia Wigdon, Headliner . 

 

Kelly presented her quarterly report. Report Attached. 

Kelly Hall said our policy for over payments is we keep anything $10.00 or less and if it is 
over $10.00 I send it back. Kelly Hall explained reasons for keeping over payments. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked how do the numbers compare to last year?  

Kelly Hall said I don't have those numbers but I can get them for you. We have a cash 
only policy because we get a lot of out of state people who are headed to Branson to 
get married 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said I would suggest  for next quarter's report to have 
the numbers from last year compared to this year. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve County Recorder of 
Deeds quarterly report. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 10:00 AM Karen Matthews-Christian County Treasurer 
Report -  Quarterly Report 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, Judy Dollarhite, Amelia 
Wigdon, Christian County Headliner Headliner, Karen Matthews, and Pletcher Rogers. 

 

Karen Matthews presented her report. Report Attached. 

Karen Matthews wanted to point out the utility tax added $15,000.00  last month and 
that the tax is assessed at the point of sale. Also Karen Matthews wanted to point out 
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that with all the new employees, new judges, etc., it is hard for her office to keep track 
of when items come in or when items need to be paid but they are getting control of 
that. Everything else is scheduled and so they are able to keep track of those items. 
Karen Matthews stated the State is 7 months behind on reimbursements. Her  concern 
is that we are paying this out every month but we  have only received money up to 
August of last year. The state stuff is a little better because they have a web site that I 
can go to and get information. The bill of cost goes back to the new sheriffs, new judges 
and the reimbursement we get from the state is for the days that the inmate spends in 
our jail. The last time it was turned in was March of last year.  We started working on 
that and the majority of that fund will go to COLE. We can't expect any of that money 
until maybe June.  

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked is that money that the governor budgeted for?  

Discussion regarding Sheriff's funds and what is paid and funds that are coming in.  
Karen just wants the accounts to be in the black at the end of each month. 

I am within my budget and try to stay within said budget. 

When we became first class and I no longer pay out the school money, we can probably 
reduce my bond and so that is something that the Commission can look at later this fall. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve Christian County 
Treasurer quarterly report. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 10:30 AM Christian County Commission 
Bid Opening -  Bid Opening-Windows Server License 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, and Judy Dollarhite. 

 

We have received 2 bids. 

 

PC solutions - $4,576.00 total bid. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said with our new accounting system that we are in the 
process of initiating we need to upgrade the server on our end. 

PC net - $4,638.00 for essentially the same products. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said we will accept these bids for review to make sure 
they are for the same products and will put it back on the agenda at a future date. 
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Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to accept these bids for review. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 10:45 AM Todd Wiesehan-Planning and Development 
Report -  Quarterly Report 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, Kelly Hall, Judy Dollarhite 
and Todd Wiesehan. 

 

Todd Wiesehan presented his quarterly report.  Report Attached. 

Todd stated that he had one more item that he would like to present to the 
Commission. Fema has set aside funds to do a fly over for our maps and we don't want 
to pay for that so I propose we let them go ahead and do that and it will save our 
department funds. 

Comments and concerns with the widening of 65 Highway only going to the Greene 
County line and if there were future plans to continue the project in Christian County. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve Planning and 
Development quarterly report. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 11:15 AM Judge Laura Johnson 
Discussion -  Establishment of a County Law Enforcement Restitution Fund 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, Kelly Hall, Judy Dollarhite, 
Judge Laura Johnson, Barbara Stillings, Circuit Clerk, Amelia Wigdon, of the Christian 
County Headliner, and Sheriff Brad Cole. 

 

Establishment of a County Law Enforcement Restitution Fund 

Judge Laura Johnson said that the County Law Enforcement Restitution Fund is 
permitted by a state statute and that it has been adopted in other counties and has 
done very well.  A fee of up to $300 would be charged for each guilty defendant that 
comes in front of a judge. This would help to recoup some of the fees incurred and can 
be used for any county law enforcement purpose. Each department would appoint 
trustees. The 5 member board of trustees would meet as often as they want.  Each 
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department can present a written request for their needs and the trustees would 
consider the request and allocate the money for these requests. I have discussed this 
with the Sheriff and the Prosecutor and they are in agreement. This fund will take some 
of the burden off of the tax payers by putting it on the defendant.  It has been very 
successful in other counties and could possibly raise thousands of dollars a year.  It 
would be a good extra source of income for our county law needs. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked if there is any language that says the defendant 
has to be guilty. Part B & E are not inclusive of supplies and I am not sure of the scope.  

Judge Laura Johnson said court costs are not assessed against any defendant that is not 
guilty.  Barbara Stillings' office would be responsible for collecting these fees and 
transferring them to the fund.  I believe that the wording in part B & E would be broad 
enough to include equipment expenses and I think that could be read broadly enough to 
include law enforcement expenses.  That would be up to the board of trustees to 
decide. 

Commissioner Childers said you stated up to $300 for each defendant, do you have a list 
of offenses or something that you would go by? 

Our plan is to charge $300 for felony and $150 misdemeanor. 

Commissioner Childers asked is the fee paid at the end? 

Judge Laura Johnson said that the fee is paid up front. 

Judy Dollarhite asked if the monies carry over from year to year or would it need to be 
used before the end of each year? 

Judge Laura Johnson said there is nothing in the statutes that says it can't carry over and 
the statutes also state that the law enforcement budget can't be cut, the fund is strictly 
supplemental. 

Robert Palmer asked what about indigent people? 

Barbara Stillings said if they have probation & parole they won't be able to leave the 
program until it is paid.  The fee may be taken out of money the inmates receive for 
being in jail. There are different ways to collect. 

Sheriff Brad Cole said I am quite familiar with this fund and I am glad we now have the 
cooperation to move forward. I am familiar with Polk County's procedures with this fund 
and it is there to help provide a resource to purchase equipment that we wouldn't be 
able to purchase because of budget restraints. 

Barbara Stillings said anything over $4500 we would request bids.  

Sheriff Brad Cole said Polk county has even purchased cars for the Coroner's office and 
the Sheriff's office 

Barbara Stillings said I like the way the judge has set up the fee structure as opposed to 
the way Stone county is doing this. 

Discussion of how the funds would be allocated and if things would stay cooperative. 
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Presiding Commissioner Weter said we need to ask John Housley to insert some 
language specifying that there must be a finding of guilty & table the decision until that 
language is inserted. 

Discussion was held as to the cost of charges for minor traffic charges as opposed to 
DWI's etc.  

Commissioners agree to have John Housley to look at the document and insert language 
about "a finding of quilty" if needed. 

Judge Laura Johnson said I would like the Commissioners to set a time line for the 
trustees to be set up and an organizational meeting scheduled. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked who will meet with the auditor to set up the 
account?  

Barbara Stillings said we were going to speak with Karen Matthews, County Treasurer 
and ask Kay Brown, County Clerk to be Secretary.  

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked who would preside at these meetings 

Judge Laura Johnson said I am assuming they would elect someone to preside over the 
meetings. 

Discussion of terms for the trustees, staggering the appointments, appointing a 
chairman and that they serve without pay. 

Judge Laura Johnson said it will be slow at first, we will charge the restitution fee to new 
cases going forward and we wouldn't charge cases already in process. 

Discussion of the first meeting, selection of trustees, if they need to meet right away, 
how they need to set up the process and putting preliminary issues into effect.  

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to table this until the language 
correction is made and schedule this issue on 4/21 unless John Housley is unable to 
make corrections. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 2:00 PM Kay Brown-Christian County Clerk 
Report -  Quarterly Report 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Judy Dollarhite, Kay Brown, and Amelia 
Wigdon, Headliner. 

 

Kay Brown presented her quarterly report. Report Attached.  
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Presiding Commissioner Weter asked if there were there new costs incurred by the 
County because of the timeline for elections.  

Kay Brown said that the County wouldn't incur any costs for the Presidential election. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter wanted to make sure that Kay would keep the 
Commission involved as to where they were on the issue of payment from the State. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked how do you estimate how many people will vote?  

Kay Brown said I estimated the Presidential election from previous elections and for the 
April election I estimated it at about 50% of the Presidential. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said your office is more than a single issue office, you 
have accounts payable, payroll, elections, minutes for the County, so you really have 
multiple missions in your office. 

Kay Brown said that is very true and errors are usually not a big deal but on election 
ballots you have to be precise with no errors.  

Kay Brown said I appreciate being the County Clerk for the Commission and I enjoy it 
very much. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to enter the County Clerk's 
quarterly report into record. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 2:30 PM Brad Cole-Christian County Sheriff 
Grant -  License Plate Reader Grant 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Judy Dollarhite, and Sheriff Brad Cole. 

 

License Plate Reader Grant 

Sheriff Brad Cole said I have an award letter from the Missouri Police Chiefs Charitable 
Foundation and they have awarded the Sheriff's Department $15,435.00 which is a full 
funded grant at no cost to the County for a 4 camera system to be mounted on one car.  
The grant includes the installation, equipment and everything needed for that purpose.  
It also includes training and the licensing agreement.  The grant has already been sent to 
John Housley for review and he has approved it.  I am asking the Commission for their 
approval.  

Discussion of how the License Plate Reader would be used, if there were any additional 
costs and where it would be used.  
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Sheriff Brad Cole said the Reader reads the license plate and immediately lets the 
deputy know if the car has been involved in any crime.  

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked how do you know when it reads the license plate?  

Sheriff Brad Cole said when it reads the license plate and sounds an alarm.  You can set 
the parameters on the reader to what and how you want it to read.  The reader stores 
data so that you can go back and review it later if needed.  

Presiding Commissioner Weter said that he had been reading up on this and people are 
complaining that it is a violation of their privacy. 

Commissioner Childers asked if the reader is mounted on the front of the car? 

Sheriff Brad Cole said there are 4 cameras mounted in every direction so it picks up all 
four directions. 

Discussion of the capabilities of the reader, it will be set to read amber alerts or any 
other types of alerts. It will be a great investigative tool.  

Sheriff Brad Cole said at this time when you pull a car over you don't know if the car is 
stolen or not but with the reader you know immediately.   

Discussion about if there were any citizen reports or any negative reports. No negative 
reports at this time. 

Judy Dollarhite asked if you drive through the County Fair or any public place, how will 
you know which car the reader is picking up? 

Sheriff Brad Cole said it gives license plate number, make and model of the car. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the grant to purchase 
the license plate reader equipping one patrol car which includes equipment, installation, 
and any necessities for installation. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 

III. Adjournment 

 The meeting was closed at 3:00 PM 
Motion/Vote -    
Motion to Adjourn 
The meeting was attended by Ashley Hannah, Robert Palmer, Judy Dollarhite. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to adjourn. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 

 
Presiding Commissioner, Ray Weter 

 
Western Commissioner, Bill Barnett 
 

 
Sue Ann Childers 
 

Eastern Commissioner, Sue Ann Childers 
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